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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for providing messages to a user located 
at a client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web 
page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
method comprising: 

obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial 
account associated with the user; 

determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the web site 
using the financial account; 

analyzing a cost of the item against the financial account limit associated with the 
financial account; 

determining whether the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance 
exceeds the financial account limit; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page based on th e ana l ysis 
a determination that the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance does 
not exceed the financial account limit , wherein the message i nd i cat e s an updat e d s tatu s 
ef includes an indication reflecting a new outstanding balance associated with the 
financial account assuming the user purchases the item from the web site using the 
financial account. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining that the user is 
attempting to purchase the item from the web site further comprises: 

determining that the user has selected a trigger that indicates that the user is 
attempting purchase the item. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein determining that the user is 
attempting to purchase the item from the web site further comprises: 
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determining that the user has selected an option that reflects an attempt to 
purchase an item offered by the web site. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: wh e r ei n 
ana l yz i ng th e cost of th e i t e m aga i nst a f i nanc i a l account l im i t associat e d w i th th e 
f i nanc i a l account compr i sos: 

determ i n i ng wheth e r a sum of th e cost of th e i t e m and th e outstand i ng ba l anc e 
e xc ee ds th e f i nanc i a l account li m i t; 

and whoro i n present i ng a m e ssag e furth e r compr i s e s: 

presenting a message reflecting an offer to increase the financial account limit 
whe n, based on a determination that the sum i s abov e of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein obtaining a financial 
account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial account associated with the user 
further comprises[[:]] ranking the financial account based on a current status of the 
account, and further comprising: 

whoro i n ana l yz i ng th e cost of th e i tom compr i sos: 

d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r a sum of th e cost of th e i t e m and th e outstand i ng ba l anc e 
e xc ee ds th e f i nanc i a l account l im i t, 

and whoro i n prosonting a m e ssag e compr i s e s: 

notify i ng th e us e r presenting a message reflecting that the financial account limit 
will be exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d using th e f i nanc i a l account bas e d on wh e th e r 
th e sum i s abov e , based on a determination that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit and based on the rank of the 
financial account. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e 
r e f le cts further comprising: 

if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
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reflecting an indication that if the item is purchased using the financial account, the 
financial account limit will be exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purcha se d us i ng th e f i n a nc i a l 
account . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , whoro i n tho mossago 
i nc l ud e s further comprising: 

if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message that 
includes : 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded i f tho i tom is purohasod , and 

an offer to increase the financial account limit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of 
d e t e rm i ning that th e w e b s i t e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s i nc l ud e d w i th i n a li st of w e b 
s it e s, obtaining, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the 
web site, analyzing, determining whether the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, and presenting, are each 
performed by an application located at the client system. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e w e b sit e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s i nc l ud e d within a lis t of w e b 
s i t e s, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the web site, and 
presenting are performed by an application located at the client system, and wherein 
the steps of obtaining A aod analyzing , and determining whether the sum of the cost of 
the item and the outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, are performed 
by a financial account issuer connected to the network, and wherein the financial 
account issuer provides the financial account limit, outstanding balance and results of 
the analysis to the application. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the steps of 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e w e b s i t e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s i nc l ud e d w i th i n a li st of w e b 
sitos, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the web site, 
analyzing, determining whether the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding 
balance exceeds the financial account limit, and presenting are performed by an 
application located at the client system, and wherein the step of obtaining is performed 
by a financial account issuer connected to the network, and wherein the financial 
account issuer provides the financial account limit and outstanding balance to the 
application. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
obtaining further comprises: 

obtaining additional financial account information associated with the financial 
account-rand 

whoroin tho mossago inc l ud e s an i nd i cat i on rof l oct i ng a now outstand i ng balanco 
assoc i at e d with th e f i nanc i a l account i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d w i th th e f i nancia l account . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the message 
further includes an indication reflecting a number of payments at a determined amount 
that , if the item is purchased with the financial account, the user would have to make to 
a financial account issuer i f th e i t e m i6 purchas e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account . 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the determined amount is 
selected by the user. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the message further includes 
an indication reflecting a payment amount that the user would periodically have to make 
to a financial account issuer to pay off the purchase price of the item. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wh e r e in th e m e ssag e 
i nc l ud e s further comprising: 
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if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
including : 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded i f th e it e m i s purchas e d , and 

an indication that the item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an 
amount lower than that offered by the web site. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wher ei n th e m e ssage i nc l ud o s further 
comprising : 

an i nd i cat i on presenting a message indicating that the item may be purchased at 
an alternate web site for an amount lower than that offered by the web site. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of obtaining includes: 
obtaining account information associated with the financial account, wherein the 

account information includes at least one of an interest rate, finance fees, previous 
payment data, pending payment data, and previous purchases data. 

18. (Withdrawn) A method for providing messages to a user located at a 
client site attached to a network while the client site is displaying a web page associated 
with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the method comprising: 

providing a list of one or more web sites, wherein the list includes, for each web 
site, a rating associated with a perceived quality of the respective web site; 

determining that the web site provided by the web server is included in the list; 

retrieving the rating associated with the web site from the list; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page, wherein the message 
includes the rating. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein the list is provided from a 
financial account issuer to an application located at the client system, and wherein the 
application performs the steps of determining, retrieving and presenting. 



-6- 



Application No.: 09/924,684 
Attorney Docket No. 05793.3063-00000 



20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19, wherein the application performs 
the steps of determining, retrieving and presenting without intervention from the 
financial account issuer. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, further comprising: 
presenting a request to the user to rate the web site. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21 , further comprising: 
providing the user rating to the financial account issuer; and 
updating the rating of the web site based on the user rating. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, wherein the message is one of a 
rolling ticker message and a pop up window. 

24. (Withdrawn) A method for providing messages to a user located at a 
client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web page 
associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the method 
comprising: 

determining that the web site provided by the web server is included within a list 
of web sites; 

determining, when the website is included in the list of websites, that the user is 
attempting to purchase a first item from the web site; 

determining whether the first item is associated with an item list, wherein the item 
list includes items offered by each web site included in the web site list; 

comparing a purchase price of the first item with a purchase price of a second 
item, which is included in the item list and offered by an alternate web site; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page based on the 
comparison, wherein the message includes an indication of the second item and the 
alternate web site. 
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25. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 24, wherein the purchase price of the 
second item is lower than the purchase price of the first item. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, wherein the second item is identical 
to the first item. 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 26, wherein the second item is similar 
to the first item. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 24, wherein the message includes 
account information associated with a financial account provided by a financial account 
issuer. 

29. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 28, wherein the account information 
includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding balance, interest rate, 
finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and previous purchases 
data. 

30. (Withdrawn) A method for providing messages to a user located at a 
client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web page 
associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the method 
comprising: 

determining that the user is accessing the web site; 

determining, when the user is accessing the web site, whether the web site is 
included in a list of web sites; 

presenting a first message for display along with the web page if the web site is 
included in the list, wherein the first message includes an offer for a first purchase 
discount if the user purchases a first item from the web site using a financial account 
provided by a financial account issuer; and 

presenting a second message for display along with the web page if the web site 
is not included in the list, wherein the second message includes an offer for a second 
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purchase discount if the user purchases a second item at an alternate web site using 
the financial account. 

31 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the first message includes 
account information associated with the financial account, and wherein the account 
information includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding balance, 
interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and previous 
purchases data. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 31 , wherein the first message includes 
adjusted account information based on a purchase price of the first item, wherein the 
adjusted account information includes at least a new outstanding balance reflecting the 
purchase price of the first item. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the second message 
includes account information associated with the financial account, and wherein the 
account information includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding 
balance, interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and 
previous purchases data. 

34. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the second message 
includes a hyperlink to the alternate web site. 

35. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 30, wherein the method is performed by 
an application downloaded to the client system from the financial account issuer. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium including instructions 
for performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing messages to a 
user located at a client system attached to a network while the client system is 



-9- 



Application No.: 09/924,684 
Attorney Docket No. 05793.3063-00000 

displaying a web page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the 
network, the method comprising: 

obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial 
account associated with the user; 

determining that the user is attempting to purchase an item from the web site 
using the financial account; 

analyzing a cost of the item against the financial account limit associated with the 
financial account; 

determining whether the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance 
exceeds the financial account limit; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page based on th e ana l y sis 
a determination that the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding balance does 
not exceed the financial account limit , wherein the message i nd i cat e s an updat e d statu s 
ef includes an indication reflecting a new outstanding balance associated with the 
financial account assuming the user purchases the item from the web site using the 
financial account. 

38. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, wherein 
determining that the user is attempting to purchase the item from the web site further 
comprises: 

determining that the user has selected a trigger that indicates that the user is 
attempting purchase the item. 

39. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, wherein 
determining that the user is attempting to purchase the item from the web site further 
comprises: 

determining that the user has selected an option that reflects an attempt to 
purchase an item offered by the web site. 
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40. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the method further comprises: ana l yz i ng th e cost of th e i t e m aga i nst a f i nanc i a l 
account li m i t assoc i ated with tho f i nanc i a l account compr i sos: 

det e rm i n i ng wh e th e r a sum of the cost of th e i t e m and th e outstand i ng ba l anc e 
e xc ee ds th e f i nanc i a l account l im i t; 

and wh e r e in prosonting a mossag e furth e r compr i sos: 

presenting a message reflecting an offer to increase the financial account limit 
when based on a determination that the sum i s abov e of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial 
account associated with the user further comprises [[:]] ranking the financial account 
based on a current status of the account, and wherein the method further comprises: 

whoro i n analyz i ng tho cost of the item compr i s e s: 

d e t e rm i n i ng wh e th e r a sum of th e cost of th e it e m and th e outstand i ng ba l anc e 
e xc ee d s tho f i nanc i a l account l imit, 

and wh e r ei n pr e s e nt i ng a m e ssag e compr i s e s: 

not i fying th e us e r presenting a message reflecting that the financial account limit 
will be exceeded i f th e it e m i s purchas e d us i ng th e f i nancia l account bas e d on wh e th e r 
th e sum is abov e , based on a determination that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding account balance exceeds the financial account limit and based on the rank 
of the financial account. 

42. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the mossago rof l ects method further comprises: 

if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding account balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
reflecting an indication that if the item is purchased using the financial account, the 
financial account limit will be exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d us i ng th e financ i a l 
account . 
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43. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the mossag e i nc l udes method further comprises : 

if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding account balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
that includes: 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded i f th e it e m i s purchas e d , and 

an offer to increase the financial account limit. 

44. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the steps of dotorm i n i ng that tho wob s i to prov i d e d by th e web servor i s 
i nc l ud e d w i th i n a li st of w e b s i t e s, obtaining, determining that the user is attempting to 
purchase an item from the web site, analyzing, determining whether the sum of the cost 
of the item and the outstanding account balance exceeds the financial account limit and 
presenting, are each performed by an application located at the client system. 

45. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the steps of d e t e rm i n i ng that th e w e b 6 i t e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s 
i ncludod w i th i n a li st of wob sitos, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an 
item from the web site, and presenting are performed by an application located at the 
client system, and wherein the steps of obtaining A a«d analyzing , and determining 
whether the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding account balance exceeds 
the financial account limit, are performed by a financial account issuer connected to the 
network, and wherein the financial account issuer provides the financial account limit, 
outstanding balance and results of the analysis to the application. 

46. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the c lie nt systom e x e cut e s method further comprises executing a browser for 
rendering the web page that is displayed at the client system, and wherein the message 
is displayed on top of a browser window. 
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47. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 46, 
wherein the mossago is d i splayed method further comprises: displaying the message 
on top of the browser window as one of a scrolling message and a pop-up window. 

48. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the steps of dotormin i ng that tho wob s i t e prov i ded by tho wob sorvor i s 
i nc l ud e d w i th i n a l ist of w e b s i t e s, determining that the user is attempting to purchase an 
item from the web site, analyzing, determining whether the sum of the cost of the item 
and the outstanding account balance exceeds the financial account limit, and presenting 
are performed by an application located at the client system, and wherein the step of 
obtaining is performed by a financial account issuer connected to the network, and 
wherein the financial account issuer provides the financial account limit and outstanding 
balance to the application. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the step of obtaining further comprises: 

obtaining additional financial account information associated with the financial 
accountr-af^ 

wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e i nc l ud e s an i nd i cat i on r e f le ct i ng a n e w outstand i ng ba l anc e 
associat e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account . 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 49, 
wherein the message further includes an indication reflecting a number of payments at 
a determined amount that , if the item is purchased with the financial account, the user 
would have to make to a financial account issuer i f tho i tem is purchasod w i th tho 
f i nanc i al account . 

51 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 50, 
wherein the method further comprises selecting the determined amount is sele ct e d by 
the user. 
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52. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 49, wherein the 
message further includes an indication reflecting a payment amount that the user would 
periodically have to make to a financial account issuer to pay off the purchase price of 
the item. 

53. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the m e ssag e method further includes: 

if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
including: 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d , and 

an indication that the item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an 
amount lower than that offered by the web site. 

54. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, 
wherein the m e ssag e method further includes: 

presenting a message indicating an ind i cat i on that the item may be purchased at 
an alternate web site for an amount lower than that offered by the web site. 

55. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 37, wherein the step 
of obtaining includes: 

obtaining account information associated with the financial account, wherein the 
account information includes at least one of an interest rate, finance fees, previous 
payment data, pending payment data, and previous purchases data. 

56. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium including instructions for 
performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing messages to a user 
located at a client site attached to a network while the client site is displaying a web 
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page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
method comprising: 

providing a list of one or more web sites, wherein the list includes, for each web 
site, a rating associated with a perceived quality of the respective web site; 

determining that the web site provided by the web server is included in the list; 

retrieving the rating associated with the web site from the list; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page, wherein the message 
includes the rating. 

57. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 56, wherein the list 
is provided from a financial account issuer to an application located at the client system, 
and wherein the application performs the steps of determining, retrieving and 
presenting. 

58. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 57, wherein the 
application performs the steps of determining, retrieving and presenting without 
intervention from the financial account issuer. 

59. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 58, further 
comprising: 

presenting a request to the user to rate the web site. 

60. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 59, further 
comprising: 

providing the user rating to the financial account issuer; and 
updating the rating of the web site based on the user rating. 

61 . (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 58, wherein the 
message is one of a rolling ticker message and a pop up window. 
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62. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium including instructions for 
performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing messages to a user 
located at a client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a 
web page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
method comprising: 

determining that the web site provided by the web server is included within a list 
of web sites; 

determining, when the website is included in the list of websites, that the user is 
attempting to purchase a first item from the web site; 

determining whether the first item is associated with an item list, wherein the item 
list includes items offered by each web site included in the web site list; 

comparing a purchase price of the first item with a purchase price of a second 
item, which is included in the item list and offered by an alternate web site; and 

presenting a message for display along with the web page based on the 
comparison, wherein the message includes an indication of the second item and the 
alternate web site. 

63. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 62, wherein the 
purchase price of the second item is lower than the purchase price of the first item. 

64. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 63, wherein the 
second item is identical to the first item. 

65. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 64, wherein the 
second item is similar to the first item. 

66. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 62, wherein the 
message includes account information associated with a fina ncial account provided by 
a financial account issuer. 
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67. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 66, wherein the 
account information includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding 
balance, interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and 
previous purchases data. 

68. (Withdrawn) A computer-readable medium including instructions for 
performing a method, when executed by a processor, for providing messages to a user 
located at a client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a 
web page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
method comprising: 

determining that the user is accessing the web site; 

determining, when the user is accessing the web site, whether the web site is 
included in a list of web sites; 

presenting a first message for display along with the web page if the web site is 
included in the list, wherein the first message includes an offer for a first purchase 
discount if the user purchases a first item from the web site using a financial account 
provided by a financial account issuer; and 

presenting a second message for display along with the web page if the web site 
is not included in the list, wherein the second message includes an offer for a second 
purchase discount if the user purchases a second item at an alternate web site using 
the financial account. 

69. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, wherein the first 
message includes account information associated with the financial account, and 
wherein the account information includes at least one of a financial account limit, 
outstanding balance, interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending 
payment data, and previous purchases data. 

70. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 69, wherein the first 
message includes adjusted account information based on a purchase price of the first 
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item, wherein the adjusted account information includes at least a new outstanding 
balance reflecting the purchase price of the first item. 

71 . (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, wherein the 
second message includes account information associated with the financial account, 
and wherein the account information includes at least one of a financial account limit, 
outstanding balance, interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending 
payment data, and previous purchases data. 

72. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, wherein the 
second message includes a hyperlink to the alternate web site. 

73. (Withdrawn) The computer-readable medium of claim 68, wherein the 
method is performed by an application downloaded to the client system from the 
financial account issuer. 

74. (Canceled) 

75. (Currently Amended) A system for providing messages to a user located 
at a client system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web 
page associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the 
system comprising: 

means for obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a 
financial account associated with the user; 

first determining means for determining that the user is attempting to purchase 
an item from the web site using the financial account; 

means for analyzing a cost of the item against the financial account limit 
associated with the financial account; 

second determining means for determining whether the sum of the cost of the 
item and the outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit; and 
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means for presenting a message for display along with the web page based on 
tho ana l ysis a determination that the sum of the cost of the item and the outstanding 
balance does not exceed the financial account limit , wherein the message i nd i cat e s an 
updatod status of includes an indication reflecting a new outstanding balance 
associated with the financial account assuming the user purchases the item from the 
web site using the financial account. 

76. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the first 
determining means for dotorm i n i ng that th e us e r i s attompting to purchase the i tom from 
th e w e b s i t e further comprises: 

means for determining that the user has selected a trigger that indicates that the 
user is attempting to purchase the item. 

77. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the first 
determining means for d e t e rm i n i ng that th e us e r i s att e mpt i ng to purchas e th e i t e m from 
th e w e b s i t e further comprises: 

means for determining that the user has selected an option that reflects an 
attempt to purchase an item offered by the web site. 

78. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, further comprising: whoro i n 
th e m e an s for ana l yz i ng th e cost of th e it e m aga i nst a f i nanc i a l account li m i t assoc i at e d 
w i th th e f i nanc i a l account compr i s e s: 

moans for dotorm i n i ng wh e th e r a sum of tho cost of tho i tom and tho outstand i ng 
ba l anc e e xc ee ds th e f i nanc i al account l im i t; 

and whoroin tho moans for prosent i ng a m e ssag e furth e r compr i sos: 
means for presenting a message reflecting an offer to increase the financial 
account limit wh e n if the second determining means determines that the sum of the cost 
of the item and the outstanding balance exceeds i s abov e the financial account limit. 

79. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the means for 
obtaining a financial account limit and an outstanding balance of a financial account 
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associated with the user further comprises [[:]] means for ranking the financial account 

based on a current status of the account, and further comprising: 

whoro i n tho moans for ana l yz i ng tho cost of tho i tom compr ise s: 

moans for d e term i ning whothor a sum of tho cost of th e it e m and tho outstand i ng 

ba l anc e e xc ee ds th e f i nanc i a l account li m i t, 

and whoro i n tho moans for pr e s e nt i ng a messag e compr i s e s: 

means for notifying th e us e r means for presenting a message reflecting that the 

financial account limit will be exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purchasod us i ng the f i nanc i a l 

account bas e d on wh e th e r th e sum i s abov e , based on a determination that the sum of 

the cost of the item and the outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit and 

based on the rank of the financial account. 

80. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e 
fefleGts further comprising: 

means for, if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
reflecting an indication that if the item is purchased using the financial account, the 
financial account limit will be exceeded i f tho itom i s purchasod us i ng tho f i nancia l 
account . 

81 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e 
i nc l udos further comprising : 

means for, if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message that 
includes: 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d , and 

an offer to increase the financial account limit. 

82. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the moans for 
d e t e rm i ning that th e w e b s i t e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s i nc l ud e d w i th i n a li st of w e b 
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s i tos, means for obtaining, first determining means for d e t e rm i n i ng that tho usor i s 
att e mpt i ng to purchase an i tem from the w e b s i t e, means for analyzing, second 
determining means, and means for presenting, are each associated with an application 
located at the client system. 

83. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the m e ans for of 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e w e b s i t e provid e d by th e w e b s e rv e r i s i nc l ud e d w i th i n a li st of w e b 
s i tos, first determining means for det e rm i n i ng that th e us e r i s attompt i ng to purchaso an 
i t e m from tho w e b s i t e , and means for presenting are associated with an application 
located at the client system, and wherein the means for obtaining^ an4 means for 
analyzing , and second determining means are associated with a financial account 
issuer connected to the network, and wherein the financial account issuer provides the 
financial account limit, outstanding balance and results of the analysis to the application. 

84. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the m e ans for 
d e t e rm i n i ng that th e w e b s i t e prov i d e d by th e w e b s e rv e r is inc l ud e d w i th i n a lis t of w e b 
s i tos, first determining means for determ i n i ng that tho usor is attompting to purchas e an 
i t e m from th e w e b s i t e, means for analyzing, second determining means, and means for 
presenting are associated with an application located at the client system, and wherein 
the means for obtaining is associated with a financial account issuer connected to the 
network, and wherein the financial account issuer provides the financial account limit 
and outstanding balance to the application. 

85. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the means for 
obtaining further comprises: 

means for obtaining additional financial account information associated with the 
financial account-pat^ 

wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e i nc l ud e s an i nd i cat i on r e f le ct i ng a n e w outstand i ng ba l anc e 
assoc i at e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account . 
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86. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 85, wherein the message 
further includes an indication reflecting a number of payments at a determined amount 
that , if the item is purchased with the financial account, the user would have to make to 
a financial account issuer i f th e i t e m i s purchas e d w i th th e f i nanc i a l account . 

87. (Original) The system of claim 86, wherein the determined amount is 
selected by the user. 

88. (Original) The system of claim 85, wherein the message further includes 
an indication reflecting a payment amount that the user would periodically have to make 
to a financial account issuer to pay off the purchase price of the item. 

89. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, where i n the mos s ago 
i nc l ud e s further comprising : 

means for, if a determination is made that the sum of the cost of the item and the 
outstanding balance exceeds the financial account limit, presenting a message 
including: 

an indication that if the item is purchased, the financial account limit will be 
exceeded if tho item i s purohasod , and 

an indication that the item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an 
amount lower than that offered by the web site. 

90. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wh e r ei n th e m es sag e 
i nc l ud e s further comprising : 

means for presenting a message, the message including an indication that the 
item may be purchased at an alternate web site for an amount lower than that offered 
by the web site. 

91 . (Original) The system of claim 75, wherein the means for obtaining 
includes: 
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means for obtaining account information associated with the financial account, 
wherein the account information includes at least one of an interest rate, finance fees, 
previous payment data, pending payment data, and previous purchases data. 

92. (Withdrawn) A system for providing messages to a user located at a client 
site attached to a network while the client site is displaying a web page associated with 
a web site provided by a web server through the network, the system comprising: 

means for providing a list of one or more web sites, wherein the list includes, for 
each web site, a rating associated with a perceived quality of the respective web site; 

means for determining that the web site provided by the web server is included in 
the list; 

means for retrieving the rating associated with the web site from the list; and 
means for presenting a message for display along with the web page, wherein 
the message includes the rating. 

93. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 92, wherein the list is provided from a 
financial account issuer to an application located at the client system, and wherein the 
application is associated with the means for determining, retrieving and presenting. 

94. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 93, wherein the means for determining, 
retrieving and presenting perform their respective functions without intervention from the 
financial account issuer. 

95. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 94, further comprising: 
means for presenting a request to the user to rate the web site. 

96. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 95, further comprising: 
means for providing the user rating to the financial account issuer; and 
means for updating the rating of the web site based on the user rating. 
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97. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 94, wherein the message is one of a 
rolling ticker message and a pop up window. 

98. (Withdrawn) A system for providing messages to a user located at a client 
system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web page 
associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the system 
comprising: 

means for determining that the web site provided by the web server is included 
within a list of web sites; 

means for determining, when the website is included in the list of websites, that 
the user is attempting to purchase a first item from the web site; 

means for determining whether the first item is associated with an item list, 
wherein the item list includes items offered by each web site included in the web site 
list; 

means for comparing a purchase price of the first item with a purchase price of a 
second item, which is included in the item list and offered by an alternate web site; and 

means for presenting a message for display along with the web page based on 
the comparison, wherein the message includes an indication of the second item and the 
alternate web site. 

99. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 98, wherein the purchase price of the 
second item is lower than the purchase price of the first item. 

100. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 99, wherein the second item is identical 
to the first item. 

101 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 99, wherein the second item is similar to 
the first item. 
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102. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 98, wherein the message includes 
account information associated with a financial account provided by a financial account 
issuer. 

103. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 102, wherein the account information 
includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding balance, interest rate, 
finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and previous purchases 
data. 

104. (Withdrawn) A system for providing messages to a user located at a client 
system attached to a network while the client system is displaying a web page 
associated with a web site provided by a web server through the network, the system 
comprising: 

means for determining that the user is accessing the web site; 

means for determining, when the user is accessing the web site, whether the 
web site is included in a list of web sites; 

means for presenting a first message for display along with the web page if the 
web site is included in the list, wherein the first message includes an offer for a first 
purchase discount if the user purchases a first item from the web site using a financial 
account provided by a financial account issuer; and 

means for presenting a second message for display along with the web page if 
the web site is not included in the list, wherein the second message includes an offer for 
a second purchase discount if the user purchases a second item at an alternate web 
site using the financial account. 

105. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 104, wherein the first message includes 
account information associated with the financial account, and wherein the account 
information includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding balance, 
interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and previous 
purchases data. 
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106. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 105, wherein the first message includes 
adjusted account information based on a purchase price of the first item, wherein the 
adjusted account information includes at least a new outstanding balance reflecting the 
purchase price of the first item. 

107. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 104, wherein the second message 
includes account information associated with the financial account, and wherein the 
account information includes at least one of a financial account limit, outstanding 
balance, interest rate, finance fees, previous payment data, pending payment data, and 
previous purchases data. 

108. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 104, wherein the second message 
includes a hyperlink to the alternate web site. 

109. (Canceled) 
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